


It is therefore time for the federal government to implement the long-promised universal, 

comprehensive, public pharmacare plan. Since the 1960s, five separate national commissions have 

recommended that medically necessary prescription drugs be included in Canada's universal, public 

health insurance system. Just last year, Trudeau's Advisory Council on the Implementation of National 

Pharmacare produced an evidence-based and practical implementation plan that would begin this year. 

The creation of a universal pharmacare plan was in the Liberal platform, in mandate letters for the 

minister of health and deputy prime minister, and a top of the priority of the NDP, whose support is 

critical in this minority parliament. 

COVID:-19 has made the case for implementing universal even stronger. 

The federal government has the opportunity right now to provide an immediate $3.5 billion for 

universal, public coverage of between 100 and 200 medicines of greatest importance to the health of 

the Canadian population. This would improve access to essential treatments when Canadians most need 

it while, according to the governments' own estimates, save Canadian households and employers 

billions of dollars more than it cost government to run. 

We ask municipalities to join us in requesting that the federal government by sending your own 

message or inserting your community name and letterhead on the attached document requesting the 

Federal Government follow through with their Advisory Council's recommendations and move forward 

with implementing this program. All messages should be sent to: 

Honourable Minister of Health 

Patty Hadju 

Address Locator 0900Ci

Ottawa, ON KlA 0K9

hcminister.ministresc@canada.ca 

Special thanks to: 

Professor Steve Morgan, UBC 

Melanie Benard, Canadian Health Coalition 

Oxana Genina, Canadian Federation of Nurses Unions 

Thank you, 

Stephanie McGowan, 

Councillor 

Town of Comox 

Alex Bissinger 

Councillor 

Town of Comox 

� �� Pat McKenna Nicole Minions 
Councillor Councillor 
Town of Comox Town of Comox 

SMcGowan@comox.ca Abissinger@comox.ca Pmckenna@comox.ca Nminions@comox.ca 


