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Council Agenda Information  
 Regular Council June 11, 2019 

 

 
Date: May 15, 2019 File No. 01-0530-01/2019 

Submitted by: Councillor Amy Lubik and Acting Mayor Meghan Lahti 

Subject: Climate Emergency Declaration 
 
Purpose / Introduction 
To proposed that Port Moody declare a Climate Emergency, implore higher levels of 
government to take action through UBCM and FCM motions, and to direct staff to 1) revise 
Port Moody’s climate targets to reflect the IPCC 2018 report on what Port Moody’s GHG 
emissions need to be to reach the City’s Paris Accord targets, including interim targets, and 
2) devise steps that need to be taken to meet those targets, including, but not limited to 
suggestions in this report and report back in 90 days. 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Recommended Resolutions 
 
THAT the City of Port Moody declare a climate emergency;       

AND THAT the City of Port Moody update its GHG emission targets to be in line with the 
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change report targets, and include in its Climate 
Action Plan and other community plans new bold actions that the City could pursue to 
achieve its targets, including, but not limited to, the following six actions:  

1. aim to have 90% of all new residents live within an easy walk of their “daily 
needs”;  

2. accelerate its goal of having 40% of trips in the City made by walking, biking, 
or transit by 2030, and continue to champion regional transit initiatives; 

3. have 50% of all cars driven on City roads be zero emissions vehicles by 2030; 
4. aim to have all new and replacement heating and hot water systems in 

buildings produce zero emissions by 2025; 
5. by 2030, reduce the carbon content of new buildings and construction projects 

by 40% (compared to 2018); and 
6. include targets for enhancement, including opportunities for creek 

daylighting/enhancement, foreshore protection and enhancement, establishing 
connectivity between Environmentally Sensitive Areas (ESAs) and enhancing 
forest health in the City’s ESA Management Strategy, and develop an urban 
forestry strategy that will move towards achieving the IPCC Goals; 
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AND THAT letters be sent to the provincial and federal Finance Ministers imploring 
senior levels of government to take similar actions and make investments regarding the 
climate change crisis as they would in response to other crises, including, but not limited 
to: diverting subsidies from fossil fuel companies, or matching those investments to 
fund adaption for municipalities; the creation and expansion of carbon sequestration 
technology; the mandating of such technology for all polluters; just transition career 
training, particularly for low-income workers, those employed in fossil fuel dependent 
sectors, and Indigenous Communities [where desired by those communities]; rapid 
expansion of transit infrastructure, and clean energy retrofitting for all existing 
residential and institutional buildings, particularly for the most vulnerable in our society;  

AND THAT the following resolution regarding Declaration of a Climate Emergency be 
endorsed and forwarded for consideration at the 2019 UBCM convention and next 
possible FCM convention: 

WHEREAS in 2018, the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) 
released a Special Report stating that emissions must decline by 45% from 2010 
levels by 2030 and reach net zero by 2050 in order to avoid severe climate change 
impacts;   

AND WHEREAS the World Health Organization has declared climate change to be 
the number one health emergency of our time; 

AND WHEREAS local governments and cities are globally taking the lead on 
climate action, with more than 90 cities in the USA committing to 100% renewable 
energy by 2050, 15 cities in Canada committing to 100% renewable energy by 
2050, and 20 cities committing to 80-100% GHG emissions reduction by 2050, and 
are calling on senior levels of government for a more urgent, emergency 
response;   

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Province of British Columbia [and 
Canadian Federal Government] take similar actions and make similar investments 
regarding the climate change crisis as they would in response to other crises, 
including, but not limited to: diverting subsidies from fossil fuel companies, or 
matching those investments to fund adaption for municipalities; the creation and 
expansion of carbon sequestration technology; the mandating of such technology 
for all polluters; just transition career training, particularly for low-income 
workers, those employed in fossil fuel dependent sectors, and Indigenous 
Communities [where desired by those communities]; rapid expansion of transit 
infrastructure; and clean energy retrofitting for all existing residential and 
institutional building, particularly for the most vulnerable in our society. 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Background 
In 2018, the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) released a Special Report 
stating that emissions must decline by 45% from 2010 levels by 2030 and reach net zero by 
2050 in order to avoid severe climate change impacts (Attachment 1).  Port Moody should be 
striving to meet these targets, as should all municipalities, provinces, countries, and 
corporations. 
 
Port Moody Council has declared its dedication to fighting climate change and being a leader in 
mitigation, adaptation, and resilience, and we are currently formulating a plan to combat climate 
change for our city.  What we do matters.  As a small municipality on the frontlines of sea-level 
rise and wildfire interfaces, we can set a precedent and be an example for communities all over 
the world.  It is imperative that we declare climate change the emergency it is and push other 
levels of government to take significant action, as we, as a municipality, cannot do this alone.  
We also know that those most impacted by climate change will be the most impoverished in our 
society and that we need a just transition for workers away from precarious and now more 
frequently automated fossil fuel dependent work into equally well-paying, more stable jobs, as 
no one should be forced into poverty due to trying to create a better world (Attachment 2); this 
should be a great opportunity to increase equity in our country and the world, as much as it is a 
crisis.  Emergencies require restricting and reprioritizing of resources and we need to do just 
that.  Currently, municipalities can barely keep up with maintenance of our aging infrastructure, 
let alone building up for climate change resilience; funds need to be diverted to this cause and it 
makes the most sense to funding it at least to the capacity to which we are currently subsidizing 
fossil fuel companies. 
 
Discussion 
Other cities that have declared a climate change emergency have made the following directives: 
 

1) pass a formal resolution to adopt the latest IPCC recommended GHG reduction targets of 
45% below 2010 levels by 2030, 65% by 2040, and 100% by 2050 for all community-wide 
emissions; 

2) establish a meaningful set of interim targets and ensure that these targets are 
incorporated into all relevant municipal planning documents (OCPs, CEEPs, etc.) that the 
city creates from this point forward; and 

3) direct city staff to draft a plan for annual transparent measuring and reporting on the 
municipality’s community emissions beginning no later than 2020, including a proposal for 
how these activities will be funded.  

 
Vancouver’s staff recommended six bold actions to tackle climate change and these should be 
considered for Port Moody, with the staff climate action working group directed to suggest their 
own versions, additions, and recommendations for Port Moody, in order to meet our targets.  
These actions include: 
 

 aim to have 90% of all new residents live within an easy walk of their “daily needs”; and 
 accelerate its goal of having two-third of trips in the city by walking, biking, or transit by 

2030 (instead of 2040). 
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The current Port Moody MTP target is for a 40% sustainable mode share by 2040.  Staff 
currently estimate we are at a sustainable mode share of about 20%.  The City’s target also 
took into account sustainable mode share for our entire region that currently sits at 27% 
according to the most recent (2011) information from TransLink.  Our target was also developed 
with input from TransLink and how we can help achieve the regional Metro Vancouver 
sustainable mode share target of 50% by 2045 (per the Regional Transportation Strategy).  
 
Given that Port Moody is starting from a much lower baseline than Vancouver, the exact same 
targets may not be reachable; however, staff could be directed to include more aggressive 
targets as new TransLink developments occur, and prioritize the creation of more local jobs, in 
order to decrease commuting. 
 
Further, Port Moody Council should taking a strong proactive stance on regional initiatives such 
as congestion pricing [with equity considerations], which could also help expedite reaching our 
target.   
 

 have 50% of all cars driven on city roads be zero emissions vehicles by 2030; 
 aim to have all new and replacement heating and hot water systems in buildings 

produce zero emissions by 2025; 
 reduce the carbon content of new buildings and construction projects by 40% (compared 

to 2018) by 2030 by shifting from concrete to wooden constructions and shifting to lower-
emission concrete; and 

 by 2030, restore enough forest and coastal ecosystems in the city to remove one million 
tonnes of carbon pollution every year by 2060. 

 
Port Moody should consider a similar realistic but lofty goal, including retention and expansion 
of our tree canopy, ecosystem restoration and enhancement, and creek daylighting/ restoration.  
The City’s Environmentally Sensitive Areas (ESA) Management Strategy update will include the 
percentage canopy cover and other metrics/performance indicators related to hectares of 
natural area protected, unprotected, areas restored, etc.  The intent of the ESA Management 
Strategy update is to provide direction on areas within ESAs that are suitable for enhancement, 
including opportunities for creek daylighting/enhancement, foreshore protection and 
enhancement, establishing connectivity between ESAs, and enhancing forest health.  In 
addition, the update will include improvements to the development permit process to ensure 
successful implementation of the principles that underlay the ESA Management Strategy. 
  
Goals and metrics such as tonnes of carbon sequestration/carbon storage, tonnes of pollution 
removed, and cubic meters of avoided stormwater runoff are common measures included in 
Urban Forest Strategies.  Staff should be directed to create an Urban Forest Strategy.   
 
The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change has stated that we only have 11 years left to 
turn this situation around.  Port Moody is already a leader in climate action; it is time to make 
sure we are meeting our targets to ensure future generations have hope and a just and 
sustainable future. 
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Other Options 
THAT the report dated May 15, 2019 from Councillor Amy Lubik and 
Acting Mayor Meghan Lahti regarding Climate Emergency Declaration be received for 
information. 
 
Financial Implications 
Staff would need to report back on financial implications depending on actions taken.  Where 
possible, funds should be diverted from the gas tax and grants should be applied for.  
 
Communications / Civic Engagement 
There are no communications or civic engagement initiatives required by the recommendations 
in this report.  
 
Council Strategic Plan Objectives 
Climate Change Reliance and Leadership are central to Council’s Strategic Plan. 
 
Attachments: 

1. Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change 2018 Global Warming of 1.5° C Report. 
2. Climate Justice Alliance – Just Transition Principles.  
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Prepared by:   
 

 
 
 
Amy Lubik 
Councillor 

 

  

 
 
 
Meghan Lahti 
Acting Mayor 
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×ÐÝÝ Í»½®»¬¿®·¿¬æ Õ»®­¬·² Í¬»²¼¿¸ ố Ö±²¿¬¸¿² Ô§²²ô Í±°¸·» Í½¸´·²¹»³¿²²ô Ö«¼·¬¸ Û©¿ô Ó¨±´·­· 

Í¸±²¹©»ô Ö»­¾·² Þ¿·¼§¿ô É»®¿²· Æ¿¾«´¿ô Ò·²¿ Ð»»ª¿ô Ö±»´´» Ú»®²¿²¼»¦ô ß²²·» Ý±«®¬·²ô Ô¿«®¿ 

Þ·¿¹·±²· ¿²¼ Ñµ­¿²¿ Ûµ¦¿®¸±ò Ì¸¿²µ­ ¿®» ¼«» ¬± Û´¸±«­­»·²» Ù±«¿·²· ©¸± ­»®ª»¼ ¿­ ¬¸» 

Ú·²¿´´§ô ±«® °¿®¬·½«´¿® ¿°°®»½·¿¬·±² ¹±»­ ¬± ¬¸» É±®µ·²¹ Ù®±«° Ì»½¸²·½¿´ Í«°°±®¬ Ë²·¬­ 

©¸±­» ¬·®»´»­­ ¼»¼·½¿¬·±²ô °®±º»­­·±²¿´·­³ ¿²¼ »²¬¸«­·¿­³ ´»¼ ¬¸» °®±¼«½¬·±² ±º ¬¸·­ 

Í°»½·¿´ Î»°±®¬ò Ì¸·­ ®»°±®¬ ½±«´¼ ²±¬ ¸¿ª» ¾»»² °®»°¿®»¼ ©·¬¸±«¬ ¬¸» ½±³³·¬³»²¬ ±º 

³»³¾»®­ ±º ¬¸» É±®µ·²¹ Ù®±«° × Ì»½¸²·½¿´ Í«°°±®¬ Ë²·¬ô ¿´´ ²»© ¬± ¬¸» ×ÐÝÝô ©¸± ®±­» 

¬± ¬¸» «²°®»½»¼»²¬»¼ Í·¨¬¸ ß­­»­­³»²¬ Î»°±®¬ ½¸¿´´»²¹» ¿²¼ ©»®» °·ª±¬¿´ ·² ¿´´ ¿­°»½¬­ 

±º ¬¸» °®»°¿®¿¬·±² ±º ¬¸» Î»°±®¬æ Ç¿²¹ Ý¸»²ô Í¿®¿¸ Ý±²²±®­ô Ó»´·­­¿ Ù±³·­ô Û´·­¿¾»¬¸ 

Ô±²²±§ô Î±¾·² Ó¿¬¬¸»©­ô É·´º®¿² Ó±«º±«³¿óÑµ·¿ô Ý´±¬·´¼» Ð7¿²ô Î±¦ Ð·¼½±½µô ß²²¿ Ð·®¿²·ô 

½±´´¿¾±®¿¬·ª» ­«°°±®¬ °®±ª·¼»¼ ¾§ Ó¿®´·»­ Ý®¿·¹ô ß²¼®»© Ñµ»³ô Ö¿² Ð»¬¦±´¼ô Ó»´·²¼¿ Ì·¹²±® 

¿²¼ Ò±®¿ É»§»® º®±³ ¬¸» ÉÙ×× Ì»½¸²·½¿´ Í«°°±®¬ Ë²·¬ ¿²¼ Þ¸«­¸¿² Õ¿²µ¿ ố Í«ª¿¼·° Ò»±¹· 
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ÝÔ×ÓßÌÛ ÖËÍÌ×ÝÛ ßÔÔ×ßÒÝÛ 

Ö«­¬ Ì®¿²­·¬·±² Ð®·²½·°´»­
This short paper aims to articulate the shared analysis & principles held by members of the Climate Justice 

1

É¸¿¬ Ü± É» Ó»¿² Þ§ Ö«­¬ Ì®¿²­·¬·±²á

Just Transition is a vision-led, unifying and place-based set of principles, processes and 

practices that build economic and political power to shift from an extractive economy2 to 

a regenerative economy. This means approaching production and consumption cycles 

holistically and waste free. The transition itself must be just and equitable; redressing past 

harms and creating new relationships of power for the future through reparations. If the 

process of transition is not just, the outcome will never be. Just Transition describes both 

where we are going and how we get there. 

 

— Just Transition Alliance
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Ø·­¬±®§ ú Ý±²¬»¨¬

in low-income communities of color, who saw the need to phase out the industries that were harming 

workers, community health and the planet; and at the same time provide just pathways for workers to 

alliance with fence line and frontline communities.

The environmental justice (EJ) movement grew out of a response to the system of environmental 

racism where communities of color and low-income communities have been (and continue to be) 

disproportionately exposed to and negatively impacted by hazardous pollution and industrial practices. 

Its roots are in the civil rights movement, and are in sharp contrast to the mainstream environmental 

movement, which has failed to understand or address this injustice3. The EJ movement emphasizes 

bottom up organizing, centering the voices of those most impacted, and shared community leadership.

Building on these histories, members of the Climate Justice Alliance, many of whom are rooted in the 

strategies to transition whole communities4

and ecologically sustainable livelihoods; democratic governance and ecological resilience.

Jose Bravo, 

Just Transition Alliance

Connie Tucker, Southern Organizing 

Committee for Economic & Social Justice

Richard Moore, Southwest Network for 

Environmental and Economic Justice

and Los Jardines Institute

Tom Goldtooth, Indigenous 

Environmental Network

Tony Mazzocchi, Oil, Chemical & 

Atomic Workers International Union

Pam Tau Lee, Chinese 

Progressive Association

Í±³» ±º ¬¸» ³±ª»³»²¬ ´»¿¼»®­ ©¸± ¸¿ª» ¾«·´¬ ¿ ­¬®±²¹ 

º±«²¼¿¬·±² º±® ¶«­¬ ¬®¿²­·¬·±²
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ß²¿´§­·­ô Ú®¿³»©±®µ ¿²¼ Í¬®¿¬»¹§

supremacy is severely undermining the life support systems of the planet. Transition is inevitable. 

Justice is not.

 

stopping the bad while at the same time as building the new. We must change the rules to redistribute 

resources and power to local communities. Just transition initiatives are shifting from dirty energy to 

rights, from military violence to peaceful resolution, and from rampant destructive development to 

ecosystem restoration. Core to a just transition is deep democracy in which workers and communities 

To liberate the soil and to liberate our souls we must decolonize our imaginations, remember our way 

forward and divorce ourselves from the comforts of empire. We must trust that deep in our cultures 

and ancestries is the diverse wisdom we need to navigate our way towards a world where we live in just 

relationships with each other and with the earth.

ÞËÇÿ

Û¨¬®¿½¬·ª» Û½±²±³§ Î»¹»²»®¿¬·ª» Û½±²±³§
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ÝÖß Ö«­¬ Ì®¿²­·¬·±² Ð®·²½·°´»­

There are existing principles, including the Principles of Environmental JusticePrinciples of Environmental Justice and Jemez Principles for Jemez Principles for 

Democratic OrganizingDemocratic OrganizingDemocratic OrganizingDemocratic OrganizingDemocratic OrganizingDemocratic Organizing

are an attempt to consolidate and synthesize various Just Transition principles from among CJA members and 

ß Ö«­¬ Ì®¿²­·¬·±² ³±ª»­ «­ ¬±©¿®¼ Þ«»² Ê·ª·®

Buen Vivir means that we can live well without live well living better at the expense of others. Workers, community living better

residents, women and Indigenous Peoples around the world have a fundamental human right to clean, 

healthy and adequate air, water, land, food, education and shelter. We must have just relationships with 

each other and with the natural world, of which we are a part. The rights of peoples, communities and 

nature must supercede the rights of the individual.

ß Ö«­¬ Ì®¿²­·¬·±² ½®»¿¬»­ Ó»¿²·²¹º«´ É±®µ

A Just Transition centers on the development of human potential, creating opportunities for people to 

learn, grow, and develop to their full capacities and interests. We are all born leaders, and a regenerative 

economy supports and nurtures that leadership. In the process, we are transforming ourselves, each 

ß Ö«­¬ Ì®¿²­·¬·±² «°¸±´¼­ Í»´º Ü»¬»®³·²¿¬·±²

All peoples have the right to participate in decisions that impact their lives. This requires democratic 

governance in our communities, including our workplaces. Communities must have the power to shape 

their economies, as producers, as consumers, and in our relationships with each other. Not only do we 

have the right to self determination, but self determination is one of our greatest tools to realize the 

and the fenceline communities — have the resilience and expertise to be in the leadership of crafting 

solutions. 
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ß Ö«­¬ Ì®¿²­·¬·±² »¯«·¬¿¾´§ ®»¼·­¬®·¾«¬»­ Î»­±«®½»­ ¿²¼ Ð±©»®

We must work to build new systems that are good for all people, and not just a few. Just Transition must 

actively work against and transform current and historic social inequities based on race, class, gender, 

for the regeneration of geographies and sectors of the economy where these inequities are most 

pervasive. 

ß Ö«­¬ Ì®¿²­·¬·±² ®»¯«·®»­ Î»¹»²»®¿¬·ª» Û½±´±¹·½¿´ Û½±²±³·½­ 

Just Transition must advance ecological resilience, reduce resource consumption, restore biodiversity 

and traditional ways of life, and undermine extractive economies, including capitalism, that erode 

the ecological basis of our collective well-being. This requires a re-localization and democratization of 

primary production and consumption by building up local food systems, local clean energy, and small-

scale production that are sustainable economically and ecologically. This also means producing to live 

well without well living better at the expense of others.

ß Ö«­¬ Ì®¿²­·¬·±² ®»¬¿·²­ Ý«´¬«®» ¿²¼ Ì®¿¼·¬·±²

also defaced and destroyed land held as sacred. Just Transition must create inclusionary spaces for all 

traditions and cultures, recognizing them as integral to a healthy and vibrant economy. It should also 

make reparations for land that has been stolen and/or destroyed by capitalism, colonialism, patriarchy, 

genocide and slavery.

ß Ö«­¬ Ì®¿²­·¬·±² »³¾±¼·»­ Ô±½¿´ô Î»¹·±²¿´ô Ò¿¬·±²¿´ ¿²¼ ×²¬»®²¿¬·±²¿´ Í±´·¼¿®·¬§

A Just Transition must be liberatory and transformative. The impacts of the extractive economy knows 

no borders. We recognize the interconnectedness of our communities as well as our issues. Therefore, 

our solutions call for local, regional, national and global solidarity that confronts imperialism and 

militarism.

ß Ö«­¬ Ì®¿²­·¬·±² ¾«·´¼­ É¸¿¬ É» Ò»»¼ Ò±©

We must build the world we need now. This may begin at a local small scale, and must expand to begin to 
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É¸¿¬ Ö«­¬ Ì®¿²­·¬·±² ·­ ÒÑÌæ ßª±·¼·²¹ Ú¿´­» Í±´«¬·±²­

We understand that as frontline 

communities, we are often faced with 

navigating many contradictions. We 

change has now become a big business 

opportunity. In this context, it is important 

to recognize approaches that will only 

worsen our ecological and economic crises. 

compass for our movements, knowing that 

we will engage more deeply in the nuances 

of various solutions in front of us in our 

regional and organizational contexts.

False Solutions extract & further concentrate wealth and political power 
Carbon trading and other market-based incentives are presented as “economically and politically viable” 

strategies to address the climate crisis. Unfortunately, this makes the false and dangerous assumption 

that the laws of nature are subordinate to the laws of capitalism. These undemocratic mechanisms 

move us toward a just transition.

False Solutions continue to poison, displace, and imprison communities

solutions to the climate crisis, but only continue to harm the health of people and the planet. The path 

of extracting, transporting, processing, and consuming these technologies is paved with communities 

riddled with cancer, reproductive and respiratory disease, among other devastating health impacts. 

These false solutions turn low-income communities, communities of color and indigenous communities 

False Solutions reduce the climate crisis to a crisis of carbon

dominant dig, burn, dump economy. Addressing only carbon emissions without challenging the growth-

solutions to the climate crisis. It is unclear that these technologies will even work. It is highly likely that 

source. These do not move us toward a just transition.
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Í±´ª·²¹ ¬¸» Ý´·³¿¬» Ý®·­·­æ 
×¬ ·­ °±­­·¾´»ò ×¬ ·­ ²»½»­­¿®§ò Ì¸»®» ¿®» ²± ­¸±®¬½«¬­ò

Û²¼²±¬»­

1. The drafting process involved consolidating various principles developed by CJA member organizations -- 
Just Transition Alliance, Kentuckians for the Commonwealth, and Movement Generation -- and discussions 

organizations at the Growing Our Power national convening in St. Louis and through online comments. A 

2. By extractive economy, we mean an economy that relies on the extraction of labor, of natural resources, of 
culture and of community.

3. Robert D. Bullard, Dumping in Dixie: Race, Class, and Environmental Quality (Westview Press, 2000).

4. By whole communities, we mean to include workplaces, homes, schools, implying that we are workers, we are 
community members, we are whole people.
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