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rom: Raj singh (I
Subject: Port Moody Komagata Maru recognition request
Date: Mar 16, 2021 at 3:58:42 PM

To: Raj Singh  EA

Hello Respected Mayor and Councillors City of Port Moddy,

My name is Raj Singh Toor. | am the grandson of one of the passengers on the
Komagata Maru, and Vice President and spokesperson for the non-profit Descendants
of the Komagata Maru Society.

| represent the Descendants of the Komagata Maru Society, in which there are 15
families all over Canada who are direct descendants of the passengers (children,
grandchildren or great grandchildren). The entire South Asian community supports us
because we are the ones who suffered in losing loved ones and who deeply shared
the pain of our parents, grandparents, or great grandparents being rejected by Canada
in 1914.

The Komagata Maru arrived in Vancouver on May 23, 1914 with 376 passengers, one
of which was my grandfather. His name was Baba Puran Singh Janetpura. The
passengers were British subjects from India of Sikh, Muslim, and Hindu origin, seeking
to enter Canada.

The passengers of the ship were all British subjects and thus British passport holders.
I remember my grandfather telling us about his painful experience connected with this
trip on the Komagata Maru. He told us how the Canadian government denied entry to
all the passengers.

No food, water or medication was provided by the government, even though it was
the government's discriminatory law that prevented the passengers from
disembarking. Only the local South Asian community provided the passengers with
food and water and medication. Furthermore, this help was limited by the Canadian
government because it restricted the South Asian community from accessing the ship.
Often the passengers went for 24 hours without food and water, and sometimes 2 or 3
days or more. Passengers were getting sick.

Komagata Maru passengers were starving, they were thirsty, and they were getting
sick. They had a very painful, hard time. The ship was sent back to India after two
months, forcefully, under the shadow of a military ship as a result of a discriminatory
act by the Government of Canada, without allowing the passengers to disembark.






Komagata passengers behalf of the Descendants of the Komagata Maru Society
request which was written by me.

The Komagata Maru incident took place in Vancouver at Burrard Inlet. Port Moody is
part of Metro Vancouver, and the South Asian Community is a very important part of

Port Moody . The South Asian Community was very important in the development of
modern-day Port Moody.

| am wondering if the City of Port Moody can name a park or street or some civic asset
in memory of the Komagata Maru. Another consideration could be to install a
storyboard at park or plaza. This would be greatly appreciated, not only by
descendants of the passengers, and by the South Asian Community in Canada, but by
every Canadian who believes in treating all humans with dignity and respect.

Thanks,

Raj Singh Toor

Descendants of the Komagata

Vice President and spokesperson for the Descendants of the Komagata Maru
Society
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